
High School Literature and Composition 

Tutor:  Christine Douglas 

E-mail: cvdunkin@hotmail.com 

Phone Number: 615-584-0350 

Summer Reading:  

• Choose One - Little Women or Little Men by Louisa May Alcott 
• Choose One - The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's 

Court, or The Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain 

Course Objective 

The purpose of this course is to expose students to well written poetry, short stories, and novels 
from master writers and to foster a love and appreciation for the craftsmanship that these writers 
use to magnify man’s relationship with God, himself, and the world to which he belongs. By 
teaching students how to analyze literature, they will be more equipped to read and enjoy any 
literary work they encounter moving forward, and they will engage with the text through 
homework assignments and in-depth class discussion that will be directed from a Biblical 
worldview.  Students will also be challenged to think critically and communicate clearly as they 
interact with texts through presentations and essays.   

Students who enroll in this course should have an understanding of the elements of the five-
paragraph essay, come to class prepared to participate in class discussion, and commit to 
managing the required reading and due dates.  Students’ effort will be reflected in the grades 
they earn for this course. 

Course Content 

Sir Walter Scott once said, “Teach your children poetry; it opens the mind, lends grace to 
wisdom, and makes the heroic virtues hereditary.” The role of a poet is to put into words an 
emotion, experience, moment, or impression in a beautifully accurate and relatable way – to be 
the voice for those who cannot find the words.  During the first semester of this course, we will 
explore the skill through which writers accomplished this calling as we study the poetic 
techniques used by 19th and mid-20th century poets such as Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, John Greenleaf Whittier, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, James, Russell Lowell, 
Joyce Kilmer, Emily Dickinson, O. Henry, Robert Frost, and others.  Students will learn about 
these poets’ lives and the historical and social settings that inspired their writing, as well as the 
progression of literary movements and genres during this time period.  They will also learn not 
only how to read poetry but also how to analyze and appreciate the deeper meanings behind the 
poet’s use of tone, structure, symbolism, literary language, mood, irony, and other literary 
devices chosen to capture the mood or emotion of the poem. 

During the second semester of this course, we will shift our focus from poetry to the art of the 
short story, a form that demands an economy of words as the writer intentionally chooses the 



point of view, setting, characterization, plot, and genre to creative a captivating tale.  We will 
study the anatomy and modes of the short story, as well as the worlds of fiction as we explore 
such writers as Ernest Hemingway, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Guy de Maupassant, Corrie ten 
Boom, Heywood Broun, Edward Everett Hale, and other storytellers. 

While the majority of our class time will be used for lecture and discussion of poetry and the 
short story, we will also weave in an assessment of novels the students will read independently.  
They will then be required to choose from given prompts and write literary essays analyzing 
these texts.   

Book List 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain 

Up From Slavery  - Booker T. Washington 

Ethan Frome – Edith Wharton 

All Quiet on the Western Front -Erich Maria Remarque 

My Antonia -Willa Cather 

Giants in the Earth – Ole Edvart Rolvaag 

Assignments 

• Complete assigned activities and answer questions in preparation for our class discussion 
• Keep a Poetic Techniques notebook 
• Create a timeline about the authors 
• Memorize and recite poems in class 
• Write a five-paragraph essay on themes in a book from summer reading 
• Prepare a creative presentation of one of the books from summer reading 
• Write a five-paragraph analytical essay about the poems and/or short stories we study in 

class 
• Write five-paragraph essays about six of the required reading novels for this class   

 

 

 

Additional Writing Lab 

Course Content 

This writing lab is designed to compliment the High School Literature course in that there will be 
instruction regarding tools to approach the required writing assignments.  Topics included in this 
lab include the following: 



• Prewriting 
• Thesis Statements 
• Topic Sentences 
• Transitions 
• Research 
• Avoiding Plagiarism 
• Integrating Quotes 
• Order and Logic of Ideas in Writing 
• Revising 
• MLA Format 
• The Analytical Literary Essay 
• The Compare and Contrast Essay in Literature 
• The Argumentative Essay in Literature 

In addition to instruction, the tutor will rotate time with each student, providing focused, 
individual attention regarding his or her writing, and students will receive guidance about how to 
approach assignments, organize ideas, clarify points, correct errors, enhance the expression of 
ideas, and any other topics requiring tutor support to address the more challenging areas in their 
writing.    

 

 

 


